Valley Hospice celebrates completion with ribbon-cutting
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(KENTVILLE, N.S.) - The completion of Annapolis Valley’s first residential hospice was
celebrated with an official ribbon cutting on Monday. The new facility will begin to
welcome patients and families by the end of September 2020.
The 10-bed hospice, located on treed grounds adjacent to Valley Regional Hospital in
Kentville, was constructed thanks to the Valley Hospice Foundation and their generous
donors who contributed $4 million to this project. Nova Scotia Health will own and
operate the hospice moving forward.
"Valley Hospice is not just about providing exceptional medical care, it is about
nurturing the spirit. We are so happy that our community will now have the Valley
Hospice where staff, friends and family will walk with the patients as they take their
final journey," said Martha Stewart, Valley Hospice Foundation, Board Chair. “We are so
thankful for the community’s support for this project.”
Valley Hospice offers a homelike setting for people with terminal illness, allowing them
to live their last days in comfort. The residence features private bedrooms with patios,
an open-concept kitchen, dining room and living room with a fireplace feature, gardens
and quiet spaces.
“This is a beautiful building, designed and built specifically for those at end of life and
their loved ones. Thanks to the dedication and generosity of our community and Nova
Scotia Health, we have a new opportunity to make that experience the best it can be,
physically, emotionally and spiritually,” said Fern Brydon, Nova Scotia Health, Manager
of Hospice and Palliative Care, Annapolis Valley. “I believe I speak for all of us who will
work here, that we will be honoured to provide care that will indeed make that
experience the best it can be.”
“The Valley Hospice will have a positive impact on many Nova Scotian patients and
their families, as loved ones receive compassionate care and support in their final
days,” said Premier Stephen McNeil. “Congratulations to everyone involved in making
this hospice a reality, and ensuring Nova Scotians have more options for end-of-life
care.”
Hospice patients will receive professional nursing care with physician support 24 hours
a day, seven days a week. A physician or nurse practitioner can make a referral for
assessment of eligibility. The hospice will help provide families with another choice
other than dying at home or being admitted to acute care hospital.
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About Valley Hospice Foundation
The Valley Hospice Foundation incorporated as a registered charity in response to a
community need to offer dying Valley residents – who for any reason are unable to die
at home – and their loved ones a welcoming, quiet and comfortable alternative to
hospital-based palliative care. The Foundation is a volunteer-lead organization. For
more information visit valleyhospice.ca
About Nova Scotia Health
Nova Scotia Health provides health services to Nova Scotians and a wide array of
specialized services to Maritimers and Atlantic Canadians. We operate hospitals, health
centres and community-based programs across the province. Our team of health
professionals includes employees, doctors, researchers, learners and volunteers. We
also work in partnership with community groups, schools, governments, foundations
and auxiliaries and community health boards. Visit nshealth.ca for more.

